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| ADVERTISEMENT—

- . TOYHE‘

PUBLIC

JT .is now aéofue balf a Century,
Jfince the French bave been pub~
 lifbing a ColleStion of the Letters
of their Miffiomaries; from all the
moft diftant Parts of the World. This
Collettion is already grown wery wvo-
luminous,

Bogot ra.

7



[vi]
luminaus. The famous Pere duHalde
was the Perfen who bad the chief Hand
in making and publifbing it. There
were but Eight Volumes that bad ap-
peared before be undertook the Care
of it, which was in the Year 1711 ;
and ke carried it om, in Ejghteen
more, to the Year 1743 : Wwhen the
Death of that Father, and  forme other

Incidents, occafion'd an Interruption

of 1he Work, for abows Six Years. It
was refum’d in 1749, by F. Patouillet 5
wha then publif'd the 37tb Polume.
Fbe following is a Tranflation of the
Firf} Letier in that Polume ; and is
perbaps as curious,. as any one in the
whole ColleCtion,




LETTER

. A French Miflionary ‘in China

l . Pekiny Noy.' 1, 1743

b IR

t your Two laft Letters;
| ~ one of the r3th of Oéo-
* er, and the other of the 2d of Vo-

. wember, 1742. 1communicated the

: B very




2 ALETTER

very interefting Account of the Af-
fairs of Europe, which you gave me
in them, to the reft of our Miffio- ‘
naries ; who join with me in our
fincere Thanks. I thank you too

in particular for the Box full of
Works in Straw, and Flowers, which .
came very fafe to me: but I beg of

you not to put yourfelf to any fuch
Expence for the future ; for the Chi-

nefe very much exceed the “Ezrgpe- ¢
ans, in thofe kinds of Works; and
particulasly, im their * Artificial
Flowers . {(\

*Thefe are chiefly made of Feathers; colour’d,
and form’d,, fo exaétly like real Flowers, that one .
1s often apt to forget one’s felf, ‘and'fmell to them,
The famous. Signora Vannimano, at Rome,. ({0
tnany of whofe Works in this kind are continually
brought Home by bur Gentlerien who travel to
that City;) at firfR leam’d her. Art from fome
which were fent from China, by the Jefuits; as

a Prefent to the then Pope. - - N
1+ Hereis a Page or tWo omitted, as relating

enly to their private Affairs, ' * - -

. | We




fron CHINA, g

We came hither by the Com-
mand, or rather by the Permiffion
of the Emperor. An Officer was
aflign’d to condu& us; and they
made us believe, that he would de-
fray our Expences: but the latter was
only in Words, forin Effeét the Ex-
pence was almoft wholly out of our
own Pockets. Half of the Way we
came by Water ; and both eat, and
lodg’d in our Boats: and what feem’d
odd enough to us, was; that, by the.
Rules of Good-breeding reccived
among them, we were not allow’d
ever to go athore, or even to look
out of the Windows of our Cover’d-
boats to obferve the Face of the
- Country, as we pafled along. We
made the latter Part of our Journey
in a fort of Cage, which they were

B 2 pleas’d




4 A LETTER

pleas'd to call a Litter. In this too

we were fhut up, all Day long ; and
at Night, carried into our Inns; (and
very wretched Inns they are!) and
thus we got to Pekin; with our
Curiofity quite unfatisfy’d, and with
feeing but very little more of the
Country, than if one had been fhut
up all the while in one’s own Cham-
ber.

 Indeed they fay, that the Coun-
try we pafled is but a bad Coun-
try ; and that, tho’ the Journey is
near 2000 Miles, there is tut little
to be met with on the Way that
might deferve much Attention : not
-even any Monuments, or Buildings,
except fome Temples for their Idols;
and thofe built of Wood, and but
one Story high: the chief Value and
- Beauty




from CHIN A, [
Beauty of which feem’d to confift in
fome bad Paintings, and very ‘in-
different Varnith-works. Indeed any

one that is juft come from feemg the
Buildings in France and Izaly, is apt
to have but little Tafte, or Attcm
tion, for whatever he may meet
with in the other Parts of the World.:

However I muft cxcc:pt. out of thn
Rule, the Palace of the Emperor of

-Pekin, and his Pleafuyre-houfes ; for

in them every thing ‘is truly great
and beautiful, both as.to the Defign -
and the Execution: and they ftruck

. me the more, becaufe I had never

{een any thing that bore any mannet

of Refemblance to them, in any Part

of the World that lhad been i in be-

fore

1 ﬂzoul&



6 A LETTER

... Ifhould be very glad, if I could
- make fuch a Defcription of thefe, as
would give you any juft Idea of
‘them; but that is almoft impoffible;
becaufe there is nothing in the
Whole, which has any Likenefs to
- qur manner of Building, or our Rules
of Archite@ture, The only way to
eonceive what they are, is to fee
them: and if I can get any time, I
" =m gelolved to draw: fome Parts of
. them as exadly as 1 can, and fend
R dsem into Earope |

The Palace is, at leaﬁ as blg as
’*‘szan which City 1<hufe to name
to you, becaufe you are fo well ac-

*A handfome City in France; and the Capi-
tal one, in the Province of Burgundy between
Three and Four Miles round.

quamtcd



from CHIN A b
quainted with it. This Palace con--
fifts of a great Number of different
Pieces of Building ; detack’d - from -
one - another, but difpofed- with a
great deal of Symmetry and Beauty.
They are {eparated - from éne ano-

ther by vaft Courts, Plantations of

Trees, and Flower-gardens. The
principal Front of all thefe Build-

~ ings fhines with Gilding, Varnifl-

work, and Paintings ; and the In-
fide is fornith’d and adorn’d with
all the moft beautiful and valuable
‘Fhings that could be got in-Chimg,
the Jndies, and even from Europe. -

* As for the Pleafure-houfes, they
are really charming. They ftand’
in a vaft Compafs of Ground. They
have raifed Hills, from 20 to 6o
Foot hlgh which form- a-great

, Number



8 A LETTER
Number of little Valleys between
them. The Bottoms of thefe Valleys
are waterd with clear Streams;
which run on till they join toge-
ther, and form larger Pieces of Wa-
ter and Lakes. They pafs thefe
Streams, Lakes, and Rivers, in beau:
tiful and magnificent Boats. 1 have
feen one, in- particular, 78 Foot long,
and 24 Foot broad; with a very
handfome Houfe raifed upon it. In
- eachof thefe Valleys, there are Houfes
about the Banks of the Water; very
well difpofed : with their different
Courts, open and clofe Porticos, Par-
terres, Gardens, and Cafcades: which,
‘when view’d all together, have an
‘admirable Effe& upon the Eye.

Th;y go from one of the Valley§
‘to another, not by formal ftrait
Walks




—
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Walks as in Ewurope; but by vari-
ous Turnings and Windings, adorn’d
on the Sides with little Pavilions and
charmmg Grottos : and each of thefe
Valleys is diverfify’d from all the

» 1eft, both by their manner of laying

out the Ground, and in the Strudture
and lepoﬁtlon of its Bulldmgs

All the Rifings and Hills aré

| fprinkled with Trees; and particu-

larly with ~Flowering-trees, which
are here very common. The Sides
of the Canals, or lefler Streams, ar
not faced, (as they are with us,) wit}
{mooth Stone, and in a ftrait Line;
but look rude and ruftic, with dif-

* ferent Pieces of Rock, fome of which

jut out, and others recede inwards;
and are placed with fo much Art,

that you would take it to be the

G Work



10 ALETTER .
Work of Nature. In fome Parts the
Water is wide, in others narrow ;
here it ferpentizes, and there fpreads
away, asif it was really pufh’'d off
by the Hills and Rocks. 'The Banks

are fprinkled with Flowers; which * |

rife tip even thro’ the Hollows in the
Rock-work, as if they had been
produced there naturally. They
have a great Variety of them, for
gvery Seafon of the Yca,r .

Beyond thefe Streams there are al-
ways Walks, or rather Paths, -pav’d
with fmall Stones ; which lead from
one Valley to another. Thefe Paths
too are irregular; and fometimes
wind along the Banks of the Water,

and at others run out Wlde from
them,

On
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% On your Entrance into each Val-

‘ley, you fee its Buildings before

you. _All the Front is a Colonnade,
with Windows between the Pillars.
The Wood-work is gilded, painted,
and varnith’d. TheRoofs too are co-
ver'd with varnifh’d Tiles of different
Colours; Red, Yellow, Blue, Green,
and Purple: which by their proper
Mixtures, and their manner of place=
ing them, form an agreeable Variety
of Compartiments and Defigns. Al-
moft all thefe Buildings are only one
Story high; and their Floors are
raifed fromTwo to Eight Foot above
the Ground. You go up to them,
not by regular Stone Steps, but by a
rough Sort of Rock-work ; form’d
as if there had been fo many Steps
-produced there by Nature, |

C 2 The
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" The Infide of the Apartments an-’
fwers perfecly to their Magnificence
without. -Befide their being very
well difpofed, the Furniture .and
Ornaments are very rich, and of an
exquifite Tafte. In the Cdurts, and
 Paffages, you fee Vafes of Brafs, Por-

celain, and Marble; fill'd with
Flowers: and before fome of thefe
Houfes, inftead of mnaked -Statues,
they have feveral of- their Hierogly-
phical Figures of Animals, and Urns
with . Perfumes burning in them,
placed upon Pedeftals of Marble.«

“Every Valley, as I told you be-
~ fore, has it’s Pleafure-houfe: fmall
~indeed, in refpe& to.the whele In-
. -clofure;- but yet latge enough to be
capable of rcccwmg the greateft
, , Noble-



Ty T o PN T T —S e

Jro» 'CHIN A, 13
Nobleman in Ewxrope, with all his -
Retinue, Several ofthefe Houfes are
built of Gedar; which they bting,

- with great Expence, at the Diftance

of 1§00 Miles from this Place, ‘And
now how many of thefe Palaced do
you think there maybe, in all the
Valleys of the-Inclofure ?* There are
above ‘200 of them: without rec.
koning as many other Houfes for
the Eunuchs; .for they are the Per-
fons who have the Care of each Pa~
lace, and their Houfes are always
juft by them ; generally, at no more
than Five orSix Foot Diftance. Thefe
Houfes of the Eunuchs are very
plain: and for that Reafon are al-
ways ‘concealed, either by fome Pro-
je@ion of the Walls, or by the Inter-
pofition of their artificial Hills, -

Y ' Over
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on to fupply feveral larger Pieces of
Water, and Lakes. One of thefe
Lakes is very near Five Miles raund ;
and they call it a Meer, or Sea.~ This
is one of the moft beautiful Parts in
-the-whole Pleafure-ground. On the
Banks, are feveral Pieces of Building;
feparated from each other by the
-Rivalets, and artificial Hills above-

‘mentioned.

But what is the moft charm-
ing Thing of all, is an Ifland or
Rock in the Middle of this Sea;
rajs’d, in a patura} and ruftic Man-
ner, about Six Foot above the Sur-
face of the Water. On this Rock
there is a little Palace ; which how-
ever contains an hundred different
“Apartments. It has Four Fronts;
“and is built with inexpreflible Beauty
- and
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ard Tafte ; the Sight of it frikes one
with Admiration. From it you have
aView of all the Palaces, {cattered at
proper Diftances round the Shores of
this Sea; all the Hills, that ter-
niinate about it; all the Rivulets,
which tend thither, either to dif=
charge their Waters into it, or to re-
ceive them from it; all the Bridges,
either at the Mouths or Ends of thefe
Rivulets; all the Pavilions, and T'ri- .
umphal Arches, that'adorn any of
thefe Bridges; and all the Groves,
thatare planted to feparateand fcreen
the different Palaces, and to prevent
the Inhabitants of them from being
overlooked by one another.

The Banks of this charm’ing Wa-
ter are infinitely varied ¢ there are no
two Parts of it alike. Here yau fee

D Keys




18 ALETTER .
Keys of fmootli Stone ; with Porti-
- coes, Walks, and Paths, running
down to them from the Palaces that
furround the Lake : there, others of
Rock-work; that fall intoSteps, con-
trived with the greateft Art that can
be - conceived : here, natural Ter-
races with winding Steps at eachEnd,
to go up to the Palaces that are built
upon them 3 and above thefe, other

. ‘Terraces, and other Palaces, that

rife higher and higher, and form a
fort of Amphitheatre. - There again
a Grave of Flowering-trees prefents
itfelf to your Eye; and a little far-
ther, you fee a Spread of wild Fo-
reft-trees, and fuch as grow only on
~ the ‘moft barren Mountains: then,
pethaps, vaft Tiniber~trees with their
Under-wood'; then, Trees from all,
foreign Countnes ; and then, fome

“all
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all _blooming with Flowers, and
others all laden with Fruits of dif-f
ferent Kinds, '

" There are alfo én the Banks of
this Lake, a great Number of Net-

" work-houfes, and Pavilions; half on

the Land, and half running into the
Lake, for all forts of Water-fowl:

- as farther on upon the Shore, you

meet frequently with Menageries for
different forts of Creatures; and even

little: Parks, for the Chace. But of

all this fort of Things, thc Chinefe
are moﬁ: particularly fond,of a kind
of Fith, the greater Part-of which are
of a Colour as brilliant as Gold;
others, of a Sl].VCI‘ Colour; and others :
of different Shades of Red,. Green, ,
Blue, Purple, and Black : and fome, -
of all Sorts of Coleurs mixt together.
D 2 ‘There
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There are feveral Refervoirs for thefe
Fifh, in all Parts of the Garden;
but the moft confiderable of them all
is at this Lake. It takes up a very
large Space ; and is all furrounded
with a. Lattice-work of Brafs-wire :
in which the Openings are fo very
fine and {mall, as to prevent the Fifh
fromwandering into the main Waters.

To let you fee the Beauty of this
charming Spot in its greateft Per-
fection, I fhould wifh to have you
‘tranfported hither when the Lake is
all cover’d with Boats; either gilt, or
varnifh’d: as it is fometimes, for taking
the Air ; fometimes, for Fifthing ; and
-fometimes, for * Jufts, and Combats,

* I have feen of this fort of Jufts upon theWa-
ter, in our Parts of the World ; and particularly,
at Lions in France. The Champions ftand, as
firmly as they are able, on the Prows of two Boats 3

and
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and other Diverfions, wupon the Wa-
ter : but above all, on fome fine Night,
when the Fire-works are play’d off
there; at which time they have Illu-
minations in all the Palaces, all the
Boats, and almoft on every Tree. The
Chinefe exceed ys extremely in their
Fire-works: and I have never feen
any thing of that Kind, either in ‘
France or Italy, that can bear any

Comparifon with theirs.

| The Part in which the Emperor

ufually refides here, with the Em-

with a Shield in their left Hands, and a blunted
Spear in'their Right. There is an equal Num-
“ber of Rowers in each of the Boats, who drive
"them on with a great deal of Impetuofity. The
.two Combatants charge each other with their
: Spears: and often both, but almoft always one
tor other of them, is driven backward on the
“Shock ; either down into his Béat, or (which of-
:ten.happens) into the Water : which latter makes

one aof the principal Parts in this odd fort of Di-
svefion . .. . ‘- ‘

prefs,
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prefs, his * favourite Miftreffes, and
the Bunuchs that attend them, is a
vaft Collection of Buildings, Courts,
and Gardens; and looks itfelf like a
City. ’Tis, at leaft, as big as our
City + of Dole. The greater Part of
the other Palaces is only ufed for
his walking ; or to dine or fup in,
upon Occafion. -

This Palace for the ufual.Refi-

dence of the Emperor. is juft within
the grand Gate of the Pleafure-
ground. Firft are the Ante-cham-

. * The Original fays 3 *“les Koucifeys, les Feys,
¢ les Pines, les Kouci-gins, et les Tchangtfays
and informs us ina Note, that thefe are fo many
different Titles of Honour, for the different
Clafies of fuch of the Emperor’s Miftrefles, asare -
moft in his Favour. I did not think it worth
.while to fet down all thefe hard Names in the
Text; and, perhaps, they might as well have
‘been omitted even here. ' K
+ The fecond City for Size in the Francks
Comté,
- bers;
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| bers ; then, the Halls for Audience :

and then, .the Courts, and Gardens
belonging to them. The Whole
forms an Ifland ; which is entirely
furrounded by a large and deep Ca-
nal. ’Tis a fort of Seraglio; in the
different Apartments of which you
fee all the moft beautiful things that
can be imagin’d, as to Fumiture,
Ornaments, and Paintings, (I mean,
of thofe in the Chingfe Tafte;) the
moft valuable Sorts of Wood ; vate
nifh’d Works, of China and Japan;
antient Vafes of Porcelain; Silks,
and Cloth of Gold and Silver. They
have there brought together, all that
Art arid. good Tafte could add to the
Riches of Nature.

From this Palace of the Em,p,eror’
a Road, which is almoft firait, leads
you
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you to a little Town in the Midft of
the whole Inclofure. ’Tis fquare;
~ and each Side is near a Mile long,
It has Four Gates, anfwering the
Four principal Points of the Com-
pafs; with Towers, Walls, Para-
pets, and Battlements. It has it’s
_ Streets, Squares, Temples, Exchan-
ges, Markets, Shops, Tribunals, Pa-
laces, and a Port for Veflels. In one
Word every thing that is at Pekin
in Large, is there reprfTented in MI-
mature

You will certainly afk, for what
Ufe this City was intended? Is it that
the Emperor may retreat to it dsa
Place of Safety, on any Revolt, or
Revolution ? It might indeed ferve
well enough for that Purpofe ; and
poﬂibly that Thought had a Share in

the
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the Mind. of the Perfon, who at firft
defign’d it: but it’s principal End
was to procure .the. Emperor the
Pleafure of fecing all the Buftle and
Hurry of a great:City i in httle, when-
ever he might have a Mind for that
fort of Diverfion.

The Emperor oF Cbma 18 t,oo much
a Slave to his Grandéur ever to thew
hxmfelf to his People,, even  when he
goes out of His Palace, . 'He too {eas
nothing of the Town, Wthh he pafles
thorough.  “All the Doors and 'Win-
dows are thut up. They fpread wide
Pieces of Cloth every where, that no
body may fee him. Several Hours
before. :he is-to pafs through any
‘Street the People are forewarned of -
it; and if any fhould be faund there
whilft. he paffes, they. would be
E handled
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handled very fevercly by his Guard,
Whenever he goes irito the-Country,
two Bodies of Hotfe advance'a good
Way before: hiry; ‘on-each Bide of
the Road both for- his Security,
and to* keep the Way cleat frdmy-all
other Paffengers. * As the Eniperors

of China “find themfelves:cobliged to
live in this firange fort of Solitude,
they have always endedvoured. to
“fupply the Lofs of all public Diver-
fions, (which their high Station will
not fuffer them to partake,) by fome
other Means or Inventions, accord-
“ing to" their dlﬁ'crent Taﬁes and

' l‘anmes - :

: Tlns Town thctefore., in. gheﬁ:
Two. laft’ Reigns,.: (fot, it. was this
Emperor’s Father who-order d_ it to
be bullt,) has been appropnated for =

the
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. the Eunuchis to a& in 'it,. at {everal

tindes ihthe Year, all the Coppmerce,

- Marketings, Asts, Trades, Buftle,
‘and Hurry, -and even all the Rogue-
'ries;. ufisal in. great Citigs, At the

appointed Timss, each Eunugh puts

" on theDirefs.of the Profeflion or.Part
- svhich is affigned to him. Oneisa -

shop he‘?"', .aid another an. Az%tifa,n.;
Ahis fs:an oﬂiﬁ“) aﬂd that a com-~
mon Soldier: one .has a Wheel-bar-

- zow given him, to drive abaut the .

Streets ; another, as a Parter, carries
a Bafket on his.Shoulders,. In a

'word; every one has the diftinguith-

ing: Mask of -his. Employment. The
Veflels arrive at the Port; the
Shops are open’d ; and the Goods are
expofed for Sale.. There is one Quas-
ter for thiofe' who- fell 8ilks, and -an-

other for thofe-who-fell Cloth ; .one

- Btreet for Porgelain; "and another

E 2 “for
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for Varnifh-works: You may be fup-
ply’d with whatever you want. This -
Man fells Furniture of all forts ; that,
Cloaths.and Ornaments for the La-
dies: and-a third has all kinds of
Books, for the Learned and Curious.
There are Coffee-houfes too, and
Taverns, of all Sorts,. good and bad :

befide a Number of People- that
cry different Fruits about:the Streets, _
-and a great Variety of refrething Li-

"quors. - The Mercers, as you pafs
their Shops, catch you by the Sleeve;
and: prefs you to buy fome. of their
Goods. . "Tis all a Place of Liberty
-and Llcence and you -can fcaree
diftinguith theEmperor himfelf, from
-the meaneﬁf of :his ‘Subje&s. Every
body baul§ -out what he -bas tg
fell ; fome quartel, .qthers fight : and

you have all the Confufion of a Bair.
g abou,
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about you. The public Officers come
and - arreft-- the' Quarrellers; carry
therh before.the Judges, in the Courts
for Juftice; the Caufe 'is'try’d in
form ; the Offender condemn’d to
be baftinado’d ; and the Sentence is
put’ in'Execution : and that fo ef~
feGually, that the Diverfion of the_
Emperor fometimes cofts the poor’
- Aor a great deal of real Pain,

. .

The Myftery of Thieving is not_
forgot, in this general Reprefenta-
‘tion. That noble Employ is aflign’d
to a confiderable Number of the
_clevereft Eunuchs; whoperform their
Parts admn'ably wcll If* any one of
them is caught in the Fa&, he is

** brought to- Shame'; and condemn’d,

(at leaft they go through the Form
‘ of condemmng him,) to be fhgma—-
- 2 tiz’d,
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tiz’d, baflinado’d, or banifh’d; ac-
"cording to the Heinoufnefs of the
Crime, and the Nature of the Theft.
If they fteal cleverly, they have the

Laugh on their Side ; they are ap-

plauded and the Sufferer is without
Redrefs. However, at the End of -

the Fair, every thmg of this KmJ is
'rePcor d to the proper Owner.’

This Fair, (as I told you before,)
is kept only for the Entertainment
of the Emperor, the Emprefs, and
his Miftreffes. "Tis very unufual for
any of thé Princes, or Grandees, to
be adxmtted to fee it: and when any
have that Favour, it is not till after
the Women are all retired to their
feveral' Apartments. ‘The Goods
which are &xpoi’d and fold here, be-
long chtcﬂy to' the Merchants of

" Pekin,
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Pekiny who put them into the Hands
of the Eunuchs, ‘to, be fold in'rea-
lity: fo that the Bargains here are
far from ‘being all preténded ones,
In particular, the Emperor himfelf

_always buys a great many things;.

and you may be fure, they ask him
enough for them. Several of the

Ladies too make their Bargams and. 5

fo do fome of the Eunuchs. All this
trafficking, - if there was nothing of
real mixt with it, would want a

~ great deal of that Earneftnes and

Life, which now make the Buftle the
moreadive, andthe vaerﬁgn it gives

t

o To this Scenc of Commerce,

fometimes-fucceeds a very different -
one; that -of Agriculture. There
is a Quarter, within the fame In-

clofure,
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clofure, -which is fet apaft for this
Purpofe. There; you fee Fields,
Meadows, -Farm-houfes, and little
fcatter'd . Cattages; with Oxen,
‘Ploughs, and all the Neceffaries for
Hufbandry. -There they fow Wheat,
Rice, Pulfe, and all other forts of
:Grain,. They make' their Harveft ;
and, carry .in the Produce of their
.Grounds. In a: Word, they hete
imitate every thing’ that ;is done in
'the Country; and ‘in every thing
.exprefs, a rural Sxmphcn:y, and all
the plam Manners of a. Country
Life, as nearly as thcy poffibly can.

Doubtlefs you have read of’ the
famous Feaft in China, call'd The
" Feaf} of the Lanthorns. Tt is always
celebrated .on the 1 5th Day of the
ﬁrf’c Month, T herg i is no Cbmg/é fo

POOI’
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' poér, but that upon this, Ray he

lxght's up his Laqthorn Th¢)’ hgv;

and Prices. On that Day, all Ching
is ;llummated but the fineft Bhimi-
nations of all are ‘in the Emperpr s
Palaces; and particularly in ' thefe
Pleafure—grounds, ‘'which Ihave been
deletibing to you. 'There is not 2
Chamber, Hall, or Portico, in them,

-which has not {emcral of thefe Lan-

thorns - hanging ‘from the Ciglings.
"There are feveral upon all the Rivu-

Aets,’ vaers, and Lakes; made in
the Shape of little Boats, "which the

‘Waters catry backward arid forward.
There are foute upon all.the. Hills
and Bridges, and almoftpon all the

Trees. Thefe are wrought n&'ghty

, :'prﬁttlly, in the Shapes of different
. Fifhes, Birds, andBeafts; Vafes, Fruits,

Flowers; and Boatsof different Sorts
- F ~and
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and Sizes. Some are made of Silk ;
{ome of Horn, Glafs, Mother of Pearl,
and athoufand other Materials. Some
of them ‘are painted; others em-
broider'd; and of -very different
Prices. I have feen fome of them

* which could never have been made

for a thoufand Crowns. It would
be an endlefs thing, to endeavour to
.give you a particular Account of all
‘their Forms, Materials, and Orna-
-ments. It is in thefe, and in the

great Variety which the Chinefe

- fhew in their Buildings, that I ad-

-mire the letfulne(é of their Inven-

'..tion; and am almoft tetnpted to
_ .own, .that we are quite poor and

-barren in Comparifon. of them.

Their Eyes are fo accuftom’ d to

thelr own ' Archlte&ure, that they
2 , have

-
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have very little Tafte for ours. May
I tell you what they fay wheén they
fpeak of it, or' when they are look-
ing over the Prints of fome :of our
moft celebrated * Buildings? The
Height and Thicknefs of our Palaces
amazes them. They look upon our
Streets, as fo many Ways hollowed
into terrible Mountains ; and upon
our Houfts, as Roeks pointing ‘up
in the Air, and full of Holes like

Pens. of Bears dand other wild Beafts.

Above all, our different Stories, piled
up o high one above another, feem
_qpite' intolerable to them: and they
cannot conceive, how we can bear
to run the Rifk "of breaking our
Necks, fo commonly, in going upfuch
a Number of Steps as is neceffary to
“climb up to the Fourth and Fifth
Floors, ¢ Undoubtedly, (faid the
o ’ Fa “ Em-

\
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“ Emperor Cang-by, whillt he was
« lookmg over fome Plans of our
“ European Houles,) this Eirope
“ muft be 4 very fmall dnd pitiful
< ‘Country; fince the ‘Inhabitants

“canfiot find Gréund' ‘enough to
“ fpread odut their Towns, but are

“ obliged to live: up -thus in the

« Air.” . As for us, we think other-
wxfe and have Reafon to-do fo.

However I muﬁ own to you,

“without pretendmg to decide which
_of the two ought to have the Pre-
‘fcrence, that the Manner-of Build-
Jing in this Country pleafes ‘me very
much. - Since my Refidence in
.China, my Eyes and Tafte are grown
a little Chingfe. And, between

Friends, is not thé Duchefs of Bour-

T

bor’s Houfe oppoﬁte to{he Tuilleries, N

extreme-



-
|

: Yram7C:HI NW. g7
extremely, pregty. P Yet that s only of
one Story, #ad 2 good,deal in the

. Ghinefe Manner. Every Country has

it's Tafte add Cuftoms, The Beduty

* of our.{Asdhitecture cannot ‘be dif

putéd « nothing ds moré Grand and

R Majeflic. T:owintod, that gir Hou-

fes' are well!difpost... We follow the
Rules of Uniformity, and Symmnietry,
§nall the Pirts of them. - There i
nothing in them -unmatch’d, or dif-

-placed : every Part anfwers it’s Op-

poﬁte, and there s an exact Agree-

‘mént in'the Whole, -, But then there

'is thiis Syimmetry, -this: beautiful Or-

-des: and lepoﬁtmn, too-in China;
‘and - partictilardy, in the Emperor’s
.Palace:at. Pekin, that I was. [peaking

‘of in the'Beginning of this Letter.
The Palaces of the Princes and great
Mcn, the Courts of Juftice, and thie

Houfes
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Houfes of the better fort of People,
are generally in the fame Tafte.

But in their Pleafure-houfes, they
rather .chufe ¥ a beautiful Diforder,
and a wandering as far as poffible
from all the Rules of Art. They go
entirely. on this. Principle,  That
¢ .what they ar¢ to reprefent there,
“is a natural and wild View of the
¢ Country; a rural Retirement, and
“ nota Palace form’d according tpall

" % The Author of this Letter feems here to have

form"d his Opinion, only from the Garden in
-which he was cmg!oy’d; for this is not unives-
fally the Cafe in t
“peror of China. 1 have lately feen fome Prmes
of another of his Gardens, (brought from that
Kingdom, and which will very foon be publith’d
" here,) in which' the Difpofition of -the Ground,
Water, and Plantations, is.indeed quite irregu-
lar; but the Houfes, Bridges, and Fences, are
“all of a regular Kind. Thofe Prints will give

the trueft 1dea, we can have, of the Cbinefz Man--

ner of laying out Pleafire-grounds.
' “ the

e Pleafure-houfes of the Em-'

PR

e~



frem CHINAI 39
¢ the Rules of Art.”" Agreeablyto
whichy I have not yet-obferv’d any
Two of the -little. Palacesiin-all the
grand Inclofure; which are:alike, tho’
fome of them are placed at fuchcon-
fiderable Diftances from one another.
You would think, that they weré
“form’d upon- the Ideas of fo miany
different foreign Countries; or -that
they were all built at random, and .
made up of Parts not meant for one
-another.” When you read this, you
will be apt to imagine fuch-Works
very’ ridiculous 3 and that they muft
have a very bad Effe@ on-the Eye:
but was you to fee them; you would
find it quite otherwife ; and would
admire the Art, with whxch all this
Trsegulasity is cqndué'ted ~All is in.
good ‘Tafte'; and lfo managed that
it’s Beautxes appear gradually, one

after
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after another. Ta enjoy them as
one ought, you fhould view ‘every
Piece by itfelf; and:you would find
‘enoygh " to amufe you for 3 long
while, and to fatigfy all your Curia-
Befide, the Palaces 'themfelves
(tho’ I have called them lite, in
‘Comparifon of the Whole,) are vety
far from.being inconfiderable Things.
I faw them building on¢ in the {gme
Inclafure, :1aft Year; for one of the
Princes "of thé Blood.; which coft
* him pdar * Two hundred thoufand
Pounds £ thhout rcckOnmg any

S . Thc‘, Origmal fays, Sozmm o)
adds in .a Note, that one Owane is .
- thoufand Taéls ; and each Taé/ is worth Sev
Livres and .a Half 3 foithay Sixty Oganep mpke
Four Milltons and a Half of Livres. Vyhich
equal to 196,875 Pounds Serling. .

| thing
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'thmg for the Furniture and’ Orna—
ments'.\of the Infide ; for they were
a Prefent to him from the Emperor.

" I'muft add ‘ohe Word ‘more,"‘ih
relation to the Variety which reigns
‘in thefe Pleafure-houfes. It -is not
. only to be found in their Sltuatlons,
Views, lepoﬁtlon, Sizes, Heights,
and all the other general Points;
but alfo in their lefler Parts, that go
to the compoﬁng of them. Thus, for
inftance, there is no People in the
World who can fhew fucha Variety -
of Shapes and Forms, in their Doors
and Windows, as the Chinefe. They
have fome round, cval, fquare, and
in all Sorts of angled Figures; fome,
in the Shape of Fans; others in thofe
of Flowers, Vafes, Blrds, Beafts, and

G Fifhes;
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Fifhes ; in fhort, of all Forms, whge-
ther regular or. irregular,

It is only here too, I believe, that
one ‘can_fee fuch Portico’s, as I am
- going to defcribe to you. They ferve
to join fuch Parts of the Buildings in
the fame Palace, as lie pretty wide
from one another. 'Thefe are fome-
times raifed on Columns only, on
the Side toward-the Houfe ; and
have Openings, of different Shapes,
thorough the Walls on the other
Side: and fometimes have only
Columns on both Sides; as in all fuch
as lead from any of the Palaces, to
their open Pavilions for taking the
frefh Air. But what is fo fingularin
thefe Portico’s or Colonnades is, that
they feldom tun on.in ftrait Lines ;
but- make an hundred Turns and
| 2 Wind-
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Wmdm : fometimes..by the Side
ofa Grove, -at others behind.a Rock,
and at others again along the Banks
of their Rivers or Lakes. Nothing
can be conceiv’d more dehghtful
they have fuch a rural Air, as is quite
ravithing and ‘inchanting;

- You will certainly conclude from
all T have told you, that this Plea-
fure-place . muft have .coft immenfe .
Sums of Money ; and indeed there is
no Prince, but fuch an one as is Mafter
of fo vaft a State. as the Emperor of
China is, who could either afford fo
prodigxous an Expence, .or. accom-
plith fuch a Number of great Works
in fo little time : far all this was done

in the Compafs of Twenty Years.

‘It was the Father of the prefent Em-~

peror who began it ; and his Son now .
G2 only
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only adds Conveniences and Orna-
ments to it, here and there,

But there is nothing fo furp;iﬁng,_ ,

or incredible, in this: for befides
that the Buildings are moft com-
monly but of one Story, they em-
ploy fuch prodigious Numbers of
Workmen, that every thing is car-
ried on very faft. Above half the
Difficulty is over, when they have
got their Materials upon the Spot.
. They fall immediately to difpofing
them in Order ; and in a few Months
the Work is finith’d. They look al-
moft like thofe fabulous Palaces,
which are faid to be raifed by In-
chantment, all at once, in {fome
beautiful Valley, or on. the Brow. of
fome Hill, . -

This

)
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. This whole™ Inclofure is called,
Yven-ming Yven, The Garden of
Gardens ; or The Garden, by way
of Eminence. It ‘is not the only one

- that belongs to -the Emperor; he

has Three others,. of .the fame Kind:-
but none of. them fo large; or fo
beautiful, as this. . In oné of thefe:
lives the Emprefs his Mother, and all-
her Court. It was built by the pre-
{fent Emperor’s Grandfather *, Cang-.
by 5 and is called Zchamg tchun _yven,
or The Garden of perpetual Spring.
The Pleifure-places of the Princes

"and ‘Grandees are in Little, what

thofe of the Emperor are in Great.

* Cang-by began his Reign in 1660 ; his Son,
Yongtching, fucceeded him in 17223 and his
Grandfon, Kien-long, in 1735,

Perhaps




6 ALETTER

"Perhaps you will atk me, ¢“Why
@ all this long Defcription ? Should.
¢ not I rather have drawn Plans of
« this magnificent Place, and fent
« them to you?”’: To have done that,
would bhave taken me up at leaft
"Three Years; without touching up-
on dny thing elfe: avhereas I have
niot 'a Moment to fpare; and am
forced to bdrrow the Time in which
I now white to you, from my Hours
of Reft. " To which you may add, -
that for fuch a Work, it would be
nﬁoe{Tary for me to have full Liberty
of going into any:-Part of the Gar-
dens wheneéver I pleas’d, and to ftay
there as long as I pleas’d : which is
~qum: 1mpra&1qab1€ here. “Tis very
fortunate for me, .that Ithad got the
l1ttle Knowlcge of Painting that I

have :
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have: for without this, I thould have
been in the fame Cafe with feveral
other Europegns, whohave been here
between Twenty and Thirty Years,
without being able ever to fet their
Feet on any Spot of thxs dehghtful
Ground.

There is but one Man here; and -
that is the Emperoi'. All Pleafures
are made. for him alone. This
charming Place is fcarce ever feen by
any body but himfelf, his Women,
and his Eunuchs. = The Princes, and

“other chief Men of the Country, are-

rarely admitted -any farther than the
Audience-Chambers. Of all the

s Europeans that are here, none ever

enter'd this Inclofure, except the
Clock-makers and Painters ; whofe
Employments make it neceﬂhry that
they

-
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"Pérhaps you will atk me, “Why

@ all this long Defcription ? Should-

¢ not I rather have drawn Plans of
« this magnificent Place, and fent

« them to you?”’: To have done that,

would bhave taken me up at leaft
"Three Years; without touchmg up-
on any thing elfe: avhereas I have
not 'a Moment to fpare; and am
forced to borrow the Time in which
I now white to you, from my Hours

of Reft. " To which you may add,

that for fuch a Work, it would be
ncoeﬂ'ary for me to have full Liberty

of poing into any Part of the Gar- -

dens whenever I pleas’d, and to ftay

there as long as I pleasd : which is

'quxte 1mpra&1c;ab'le here. sz very

fortunate for me, .that Ithad got the
httle Knowlcge of Painting that I
have ;

! ~re
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have: for without this, I{hould have
been in the fame Cafe with feveral
other Europegns, whohave been here
between Twenty and Thirty Years,
without being able ever to fet their
Feet on-any Spot of thxs dchghtful
Ground.

There is-but one Man here; and
that is the Emperor.  All Pleafures
are made. for him alone. This
charming Place is fcarce ever feen
any body but himfelf, his Women,
and his Eunuchs. = The Princes, and
other chief Men of the Country, are-
rarely admitted any farther than the
Audience-Chambers. Of all the

: Europeans that are here, none ever
enter'd this Inclofure, except the
Clock-makers and Painters; whofe
Employments make it neceﬂéry that
they

-
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be gery glad . if ‘it was.in my Pov'ér
16-dg any thing more conifilerable, Yo
thew you' the perfetiEfteem I have
for yous - I fhall always remembes

you, ‘in my. Prayers; 4nd. beg you
would fometimes - rcmcmber me J.n

m: oo o
\ Iam’ T . ‘ SR :f.;..:
”’ztb tze greateﬁ Rega)'d

¢¢¢¢¢

o s I R,
T . 2"our mqﬂ o&ed’:em' 3

Hmﬁ/e Semant, '
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“Perhaps you will atk me, ““Why

@ all this long Defcription ? Should. '

¢ not I rather have drawn Plans of
« this magnificent Place, and fent

« them to you?”’: To have done that,

would have taken me up at leaft
"Three Years; without touching up-
on any thing elfe: avhereas I have
not 'a Moment to fpare; and am
forced to borrow the Time in which
I now white to you, from my Hours

of Reft. " To which you may add,

that for fuch a Work, it would be
ncoe(Tar’y for me to have full Liberty

of going into any-Part of the Gar- -

dens whenever I pleas d,. and to ftay
there as long as I pleas’d : which is
‘quxte nnpra&lqabk here. “Tis very
fortunate for me, .that I'had got the
httle Knowlcge of Painting that I

have :

NG
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have: for without this, I{hould have
been in the fame Cafe with feveral
other Europegns, whohave been here
between Twenty and Thirty Years,
without being able ever to -fet their
Feet on any Spot of thxs dchghtful
Ground.

There is but one Man here; and
that is the Emperor. All Pleafures
are made. for him alone.. This
charming Place is fcarce ever feen by
any body but himfelf, his Women,
and his Eunuchs. = The Princes, and
other chief Men of the Country, are-
rarely admitted .any farther than the
Audience-Chambers. Of all the
, Europeans that are here, none ever
enter'd this Inclofure, except the
Clock-makers and Painters; whole
Employments make it neceiTary that
they

-



















